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X AIRTEL 
: 
9/14/79 
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-44202) 
(ATTN: LEGAL COUNSEL D ON, CIVIL LITIGATION UNIT, 
SA 
b7C 
FROM: SAC, CHICAGO (44~1503) (P) (Sq. 1) 


IBERIA HAMPTON, ET AL v. 
EDWARD HANRAHAN, ET AL 
(U.8.D.¢., N.D. ILL) 
CIVIL ACTION NO, 70 c 1384 


Re Chicago telcall to FBIHQ, 9/13/79. 


Enclosed is a copy of the U.S. 7th Circuit Court of 
Appeals order dated 9/12/79 denying the petitions for rehearing 
and suggestions for rehearing en banc filed by the defendants— 
appellees in above captioned matter. 


Chicago will maintain contact with avsa[_—=«d?:COPS 


for further developments in this case. 


ATO Cc / 
ALNISU cuss 
: af lo 
p-mre » tN 


b7C 


W 


Assistant Attorney Gensral 
Civil Division - Appellate Staff Sepermbex 25, 1979 
AsStention: Uorton Hollander, Dirsctor 


Assistant Director - Legal Counsel] 
Federal Bursau of Investigation 


i 
IBERIA HAIPTON, @& al., v. 
EDVARD V. HANRAHAN, et al. 
(U.S.D.C., H.B. ILLINOIS) 
CIVIL ACTION NO. 70-C-1384 


Reference is made to our memorandum captionsd as 
above, dated Nay 3, 1979. 


Our Chicago Field Office has advised us that th: U.S. 
Court of App-ais for th: Seventh Circuit has denied all neti-~ 
tions for rehearing ia captioned litigation. I wish to reiterate 
oux previous conerrns in this matter. 


I strongly recommend that a petition for a writ of 
ecrtioveri be filed. I urge that this prtition addrass aot 
only th» issues of qualified immumity and int«rlocutory 
counss] fers, but aiso th: issue of sanctions. I remain 
commicvt+d to pursu.s this matker to the fullest in order to 
exoneraty th-« conduct of our cdeferdant Special Ag: 


‘a y- SAC, Chicago 


fee ($0 5- AY 


Sh 


JT - evo* cuyevde 


SEP 28 1979 


FBI-CHIGAGO _ + 


Soar eck 


- : September, 1977, 


* against former Cook County | 
,, State’s Atty. Edward V. Han- 


|FeHicd jucge: 


-  Uawvers for the Black Pan+ 
thets Wednesday demanded 
+ that a federa} judge step aside 
from appeals in their cele- 
Wbrated civil suit, citing the 
ijudge’s past affiliation with 
the FBI. 
The move follows the Octy 
1 disclosure in Law Memo,' 
the weekly Sun-Times Jegali 
+ column, that U.S. Appeals | 
Court Judge Wilbur F. Pell] 
. Jr. was an FBI special agent 
from 1942 to 1945 and a 
: dues-paying member of a dis- 
puted FBI alumni group until 


Jn April, Pell cast a strong 

" , dissent in a 3-to-1 opinion 
that reinstated the muitimii- 
.fion-dollar Panther suit 


yahan and others, meinding 


j the FBI, who conducted the ; 


+ {1969 raid in which Panthers * 
.¥ Fred Hampton .and Mark ¥ ¥ 

Clark were killed. 

Ja a motion filed in federat 
court here, the Panther faw- 
yers asked that Pell “recuse” 
himself, or step down, from 
further Panther proceedings 
and strike his April dissent 

‘irom the court record, 

The 17-page motion alleges 
that Pell’s dissent closely par- 
allels what some critics see 
. as. the aims of the alumni 

group, the Society of Forraer 

Special Agents of tae FBI. 

§ Tose critics portray the 
. ‘society as a vigorous lobby- 
jing arm of the FBL They 
oft out that in 1977 the so- 
helped raise $500,000 to | 
legal fees for John. J." 


Kearney, a former bureau su-.|’ 


pervisor indicted on charges | 
Of directing itegal mail open- 4 
ing and wire’ 
Pell pre 
that ke is not compromised 
, by the past affiliations. He 
s also said he did not take part 
in fund-raising for Kearney 
or several other former FBI 


to stop aside | 


officials, s~——: 


Seer! 


Cg. Sun-Times 


psf 


ees < oeesmunroeicri reer « 
| Cg. Illinois 
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10/29/79 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-44202) 
C(ATIN: LEGAL COUNSEL DIVISION, CIVIL LITIGATION 


ie, | aaa) bs 


bic 
FEOU: ACTING SAC, CHICAGO (44-1503) (P) (Sq. 1) 


IBERIA HAMPTON, ET AU v. 
EDVARD HANRANAN, ET At 
(U.8.D.C,, N.D. ILL) 
CIVIL ACTION NO. 7001384 


Re Chicago telecall to FBIHQ, 10/26/79. 


On 10/25/79, ausaL__ SS —ids Chet, bs 
Civil Division, Chicazo, advised that on 10/24/79, the pre 
Solicitor General's Office of the Department of Justice <() 
authorized the filing of a Petition For Certiorari to the (% 


U.S. Supreme Court in captioned matter on the issues of 

1) Appellant's attorney fees, and 2) Qualified immunity. 

The three additional issues suggested: reversal of the 
directed verdict, sanctions against the government attorneys, 
and summary contempts against plaintiffs! attorneys were not 
to be included in the petition. 


Chicago will follow this matter and advise the Bureau 
of any further developments. 


ya — Bureau bs 2¢oy 
(4) ~ Chicago ere: 
tA resent ae oe 
a5 ak ee 
vt EDL... ww 
“Ary INFORMATION CONTAINED |, Ne - 
a 1S UNCLASSIFIED rr — be 


DATE yia/s1_ BY sp-* 8 


By James Warren 


Wednesday charged that improper correspondence between 
» the trial judge and top federal officials suggest an early at- 
- tempt to “whitewash” ‘their celebrated case. 

In a motion filed in U.S. Court of Appeals, the lawyers seek 

” a new hearing on- allegations that the gévernment hid key evi- 

dence and ask for disciplinary measures against U.S. District 

* Court Senior. Judge Joseph Sam Perry. 

Last April, a three-member appeals panel reinstated the 
multimiltion-doliar civil suit against former Cook County 
State’s Atty. Edward. V. Hanrahan and others, including the 
"FBI, who conducted the 1969 raid in which Panthers Fred 

~ Hampton and Mark Clark were killed. : 


* During the original trial the Panther lawyers had moved for: 


: a mistrial, citing massive withholding of evidence, Perry 

- turned them down but said he would consider the matter at 
trial’s end, 

The new documents, procured under Freedom of Informa 

tion Act requests, indicate that while that issue was pending, 

’ correspondence took place between Perry, then-U.S. Atty. 


. Citing newly released documents, Black Panther lawyers 


Panther lawyers hit judge’s letters. 


. Gen, Edward H. Levi and Charles P, Kocoras, top assistant to” 


then-U.S. Atty. Samue} K. Skinner, 


‘The letters reveal that a year hefore he actually ruled, Perry 
* essentially told Levi, Skinner and Kocoras-—the officials asked 
to investigate charges of improper conduct by government | 
‘ Tawyerse=thet he would rule in their favor. ~ 


r sanders eda perase 


so 


oe Sun-Times, 


rece ts 


For example, in an April 23, 1978, letter marked “confiden- 
tial,” Perry responded to a request by Kocoras for information 


concerning the conduct of the lawyers and several Federal Bu- | 


reau of Investigation agents. 

The judge concluded that the lawyers and agents “have re- 
presented all of the present and former FBI agents and the 
former ‘informant for the FBI in the highest tradition of the 
Bar. They are to be commended for théir conduct in a most 
difficult case.” ‘ rm 

The same day, Perry sent another letter marked “confiden- 
tial’ to Levi. He enclosed his letter te Kocoras and again con- 
cluded that the lawyers and agents “should be coniplimented 
for their standard of ‘conduct in the case.” 

The Panther lawyers' motion states: “These false and glow- 
ing determinations of the good faith of the defendants and 
their attorneys were, of course, precisely what he ultimately 
ruled a year later on the motion for sanctions, which, was 
pending before him when he wrote these letters.” 

Perry declined commient, and Levy, Kocoras and Skinner 
could not be reached, 


BARCETD INDEXED 


SERUALIL ED Ne roo Yk 


ursday November As, 1979 & 


